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ENGLISH 2901-003/ Structures of English 
Fall 2010 
TITH 12:30-1:45 
Coleman Hall 3170 
~ <10 (-003 
Dr. Daiva Markelis/581-5614/348-9230/dmmarkelis@eiu.edu 
Office: Coleman Hall 3375 
Office Hours: M 1:00-3:00, T/R 9:30-11:00, W 11:00-12:00 and 1:00-2:00 
and by appointment 
Purpose of the Course 
Students will analyze the rules that govern the English grammatical system. They will 
develop a deeper understanding of the systematic nature of language. By the end of the 
course they will be able to comprehend the major differences between traditional, structural, 
and transformational approaches to grammar, identify sentence patterns and their 
expansions, and understand verb tense, aspect, voice, and modality. 
Books and Materials 
Understanding English Grammar by Martha Kolln and Robert Funk, 7th Edition 
A college-ruled spiral notebook for notes, homework, and in-class writing 
Requirements 
1. Five tests and a final 
2. Eight quizzes or short writing assignments 
3. Two short projects 
Attendance 
The course covers a lot of new material at a fairly quick pace. Regular attendance and good note-
taking schools significantly increase your chances of an acceptable grade. NOTE: Quizzes cannot 
be made up. If your reason for missing a quiz is an excused absence (participation in university 
sports, for example), and if the missed quiz affects your final grade, I will allow a small extra credit 
project. If you are absent on a TEST day and let me know beforehand, or are sick on the day of the 
test and contact me later, you may take the test upon your return. NOTE: All test absences must be 
excused absences. If you miss class on a regular basis, please do not come to my office and ask me 
to explain what you've missed. Office hours are for those students who attend class and need further 
clarification of concepts. 
Grade Breakdown 
Test 1 
Test 2 
Test 3 
Test4 
Test 5 
8 quizzes (25 pts. each) 
2 projects (50 pts. each) 
FINAL EXAM 
TOTAL 
100 points 
100 points 
100 points 
100 points 
100 points 
200 points 
100 points 
200 points 
1000 points 
901-1000 points 
801-900 points 
701-800 points 
601-700 points 
0-600 points 
A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
CLASS SCHEDULE 
#1 T 08/24 Introduction to class policies and the principles of grammar 
TH 08/26 Read all of Chapter 11, pages 280-293 of Chapter 12, and 
pages 17-24 of Chapter 2 
#2 T 08/31 Quiz 1 (learn all prepositions on page 290 by heart) 
Read pages 24-32 of Chapter 2 and 293-304 of Chapter 12 
TH 09/02 Read 34-50 of Chapter 2 
#3 T 09/07 Quiz2 
Read 50-59 of Chapter 2 
TH 09109 Homework (counts as Quiz 3) 
Practice exercises for Test 1 
#4 T 09/14 Test 1 (Form Classes/Sentence Patterns/Transitive and Intransitive Verbs) 
TH 09/16 Read all of Chapter 3 
#5 T 09/21 Quiz4 
TH 09/23 Practice exercises/discussion 
#6 T 09/28 Practice exercises/ discussion 
TH 09130 Test 2 (Verbs) 
#7 T 10/05 Read all of Chapter 4 
TH 10/07 Quiz 5 
#8 T 10/12 Practice exercises/discussion 
TH 10/14 Test 3 (Transforming the Basic Sentence Patterns) 
#9 T 10/19 Read all of Chapter 5 
TH 10/21 Practice exercises/discussion 
#10 T 10/26 Homework (counts as Quiz 6) 
Read all of Chapter 6 
TH 10/28 Quiz 7 
Practice exercises/discussion 
#11 T 11/02 Practice exercises/discussion 
11/12 Test 4 (Adverbials and Adjectivals) 
#12 T 11/09 Read all of Chapter 7 
TH 11/11 Practice exercises/discussion 
#13 T 11/16 Quiz 8 
Read all of Chapter 9/discussion 
TH 11/17 Test 5 (Nominals and Coordination) 
i 
THANKSGIVING BREAK WEEK 
#14 T 11/30 
TH 12/02 
#15 T 12/07 
TH 12/09 
Short project 1 due (in-class presentations) 
Continuation of project 1 
Short project 2 due 
Study for final 
NOTE: I may make minor changes to this syllabus in order to suit the needs of the class. 
Changes will always be announced in advance. 
Cell phones must be turned off in class. No napping or crossword puzzling once the class 
begins. Such behavior is disrespectful to me and to your fellow students. 
FINAL EXAM: Your final exam will take place on Monday, December 131h, from 12:30-2:30 in 
this classroom. 
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